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HISTORY CORNER: Lexington’s WWII Victory Gardens by Rebecca C. Glasscock 
 

In 1941, before the U.S. even entered the war, the USDA was stating, “Food will win the war and write the 
peace.” The strategy for increasing food production involved encouraging farmers to maximize yields of necessary 
crops. And In fact, in 1942, more food was produced in the U.S. than in any year in our history. Still, there was 
concern about the food situation. Farm equipment was falling into disrepair. Rationing limited fuel and tires for 
farmers. Many farmers joined the military, resulting in the farm population declining by 17% between 1940 and 1945.  

Oddly, the USDA was not interested in having urban families grow food. The feeling was that city folks 
would waste seeds, fertilizer, and pesticides. Even though many cities were built on prime farmland, the USDA’s 
position was that city gardening had recreational value but the soils were too poor to be productive. How the USDA 
came to this conclusion is unclear.  

In fact, without prompting, in 1942 as many as 10 million urban families (and 5 million farm families) tended 
vegetable gardens in support of the war effort. Faced with facts, the USDA changed its tune. On December 20, 
1942, the Victory Garden program was announced, accompanied by a flurry of activity. Rationing was difficult, and 
citizens quickly realized that, by growing a Victory Garden, they would show their patriotism and could legitimately 
increase their shares of produce.  

Lexington had one of the many successful Victory Garden programs. The effort to get more city folks 
involved began with UK sponsoring a motivational Farm and Home Convention on January 26, 1943.  Only four days 
later, the Lexington Victory Garden program was born. Starting that Sunday, from January through August of 1943 
- 1945, the Sunday Herald-Leader devoted at least one full page to Victory Gardens.  

Community gardens sprang up around the city. A plot of land on Lackawanna was offered for a community 
garden; this garden was likely where houses 126 through 132 are today. Nearby community gardens were at 
Dantzler-Barberry, Lafayette School, and UK. When the harvests came in, families could can their produce at 
Lafayette.  

To keep urban families motivated, gardens were highlighted in the newspaper and friendly competition was 
encouraged. The season’s big event was the Victory Vegetable Show. On July 19, 1943, entrants set up their 
displays. After the public viewed the produce, a color film “Victory Garden” was shown. Next came the music and 
speeches, and then awards were announced. A teenager, Skipper Young, won first place. Second place went to Fred 

Baumann, who lived at 162 Goodrich. Their awards bore the inscription “Superior Gardener and Producer of Food 
for Freedom”. At the end of the program, the food was collected and donated to the Stop-Over Station, a center for 
service men and women.  

Lexington had surpassed expectations, with over 250 tons of food grown in 15 community gardens alone. 
Twenty times as much was canned at the Lafayette Cannery in 1943 as in 1942 (56,436 cans). The USDA reported 
that half of the fresh vegetables U.S. citizens had available in 1943 was grown in Victory Gardens.  

A successful Victory Garden program continued in 1944. That year, Fred Baumann won first place. Fred and 
his family lived at 162 Goodrich for a number of years. In 1950, he founded Baumann Paper, which he originally 
operated out of his home. Baumann Paper is still in the family to this day.  

By 1945, the Victory Garden program was waning and by 1946 was practically dead. Fortunately, urban 
vegetable gardening has revived, with U.S. urban farming having grown by over 30% since 1992!  

 
 

 



 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING TO PENSACOLA PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

ABOUT PENSACOLA PARK PRESERVATION SOCIETY AND PENSACOLA PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

As an organization we do not  currently collect  any neighborhood association dues,  instead we function off  of  grants,  fundraisers,  
and donations from the neighborhood.  Donations allow us to  go after  matching grants,  buy trees  to  increase our canopy,  improve 
street  conditions,  throw community events,  and be able  to  print  this  newsletter .  If  you would l ike  to  donate,  you can either:   
(1)  Drop off  Cash or  Check to  our GREEN PPNA mailbox at  107 Lackawanna Rd /  (2)  Use Paypal  @ pensacolapark@gmail .com  

Pensacola Park Preservation Society is a non-profit 501(c)3 formed by Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association in order to bring together residents and businesses located in 
the Pensacola Park Nationally Registered Historic Boundary, for the common good of (1) preserving the historic integrity and resources of the area; (2) creating an environment 
that promotes sustainable and appropriate growth for the neighborhood; (3) providing historic education and assistance to those in the Pensacola Park Neighborhood for the 
preservation and rehabilitation of historic homes, structures, and landscapes; and (4)Unifying and being representative of all the original streets in the Pensacola Park Historic 
boundary. Also check us out online at www.pensacolapark.org, and follow us on Facebook @ Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association.    

If you have any questions or would like to submit topics or op-eds to Pensacola Park Post, please feel free to write us at pensacolapark@gmail.com. If you would like to stop 
receiving the free monthly post, please write us and put “stop post” in the heading, along with your physical address. Thank you.  

HOW TO ORDER A PENSACOLA PARK EMBLEM 

Please visit our website www.pensacolapark.org to order any emblems, or write us at 
pensacolapark@gmail.com. Payment is via paypal, check, or cash. Metal Plaque is made up of 
holly bronze and comes in two sizes: 8x8 ($165) and 5x5 ($80) 

Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association (PPNA) and Pensacola Park Preservation Society (PPPS), our nonprofit. 
PPNA/PPPS represent ALL streets in Pensacola Park Historic District, including: Goodrich, Lackwanna, Nicholasville, 
Norfolk, Penmoken, Pensacola, Rosemont, Suburban, and Wabash.  
 
 
 
 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD UPDATES:  
 

• STREET TREES: Still have a few street tree applications left for spring. If you would like to apply for a street tree 
in front of your house, please contact us at pensacolapark@gmail.com for an application.  

• PLANT and ART SALE: Date of event has been moved from May 13th 2023 to May 20th 2023. We are looking for: 
o Neighborhood artists who want to sell their stuff at the event 

o Volunteers to grow seeds into starter plants 

o Plant Donations (indoor or outdoor) 

o Volunteers to help with the plant fundraiser during the event or up to the event 

• BACKYARD CONSERVATION: Grants for the Backyard conservation application are opening April 1st. Only 200 
grants are awarded each year; in previous years, it was first come, first serve. You can find the application here: 
https://sites.google.com/view/kyfccd/website/cost-share-programs/backyard-conservation 

• DEVELOPMENT NEAR SUBURBAN: The developer for the apartment complex at 1729, 1733, and 1737 
Nicholasville Road has submitted a new development plan for 40+ units at 3 stories high. He plans to achieve 
this by tearing down the two older single-family structures, keeping the existing apartment building and adding 
two additional buildings to the lot. LFUCG planning staff has rejected his development plan and recommended 
26 fixes to the plan. The developer’s team asked for a month’s extension to revise their development plan. We 
will try to keep the neighborhood informed about when it will go in front of Planning Commission. Deficits in the 
plan include:  

o Lack of useable open space 

o Building’s proposed orientation is considered undesirable by staff 

o Parking requirements only account for 1 parking space per unit, any additional parking from visitors, etc, 
will require street parking. Recommendation would be for Suburban residents to write Traffic 
Engineering (traffic@lexingtonky.gov) to investigate overflow parking from this project on both 
Suburban and Cherokee. You can reference the Project Number PLN-MJDP-20-00074. 

• UPDATED IMAGINE LEXINGTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: The City has amended 
their goals and objectives to highlight additional focus on green initiatives, affordable housing, diversity and 
equity on boards, and what to do with the urban service boundary. Expand it or keep the boundary as is? After a 
three plus hour long public meeting, during which the need for stronger intentional language in the comp plan 
was highlighted, the main focus centered on the urban service boundary primarily, and planning staff has 
revised their documents to show that the urban service boundary will not maintain unchanged. This amended 
version will go to the Planning Commission again, and then on to Council. Public comment for Planning 
Commission is closed. If you would like to attend Council meeting, we can supply you the date once we find out 
ourselves.  

 

As with everything discussed above, if you would like to know more (e.g. see the development plan, or see the 
comprehensive goals and objectives), please write us, and we can provide any additional information we have.   

CHAT WITH OUR COUNCIL MEMBER DAVE SEVIGNY 
 

Mark your calendar, for March 7th 2023 at 6:00 p.m. at Hunter Presbyterian Church’s 
Undercroft room. Our Councilmember Mr. Dave Sevigny is meeting his neighborhood 
constituents and reached out to Pensacola Park to sit down and discuss our concerns, wishes, 
desires, hopes, and dreams…well maybe not all of that, but he would love to hear from you! So 
please stop by…we may even have donuts.  

 
 
 
 


