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Find us also on the web @ www.PensacolaPark.org  

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 2  

OCT 6th: The next neighborhood meeting located at Hunter Presbyterian Church in the Undercroft room at 7 
p.m., will host Honorable Denotra Gunther running for re-election for Fayette District Judge and Honorable Diane 
Minnifield running for Circuit Court Judge. 
 

Oct 30th: 

         NEIGHBORHOOD HALLOWEEN PARTY!!!!! 
 

When: Sunday, October 30th, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
Where: The centrally located Penmoken circle park 

What: Costume party for children and adults. Games, fortune-teller, scavenger 
hunt, storyteller, homemade cookies, parade, piñata, bags of candy for each child. 

 

Please come. Might be a good idea to bring a water bottle! 
 

For more information or to help out, contact Peggy Somsel (somsel127@yahoo.com) or 
Rebecca Glasscock (Claire.glasscock@gmail.com) 

MARK YOUR CALENDERS:  

HISTORY CORNER: Alleghan by Rebecca C. Glasscock 

 

Today, the view from this bucolic stretch of Nicholasville Road 
includes Ramsey’s Diner and Zandale Center. But in 1857, the view was 
of a newly constructed Greek Revival mansion. This grand home, on a 
2,000 acre estate, was home to William B. Pettit (1812-1868) and his 
family. When the Civil War began, Mr. Pettit is said to have gone to the 
bank and taken out all his money in gold. The gold was then buried 
somewhere on the estate. The family fled. When they returned after the 
war, Mr. Pettit was so sick that he was unable to dig up the gold or tell 
anyone where it was. To this day, the fate of this buried treasure 
remains a mystery.  

After his death, his wife lived in the home until her death in 
1885. Two years later, Professor A. N. Gordon purchased the home along with 125 acres to establish a private school 
for boys. The school, Alleghan Academy, remained at this site until 1900, when it was renamed and moved downtown. 
After going through a couple other owners, Charles Wellington Burt, the 8th wealthiest man in the U.S., purchased it. 
Burt’s claim to fame in Lexington: he was the first person in Fayette county to be given a speeding ticket ($10). He 
was flying down Winchester Road in his horse and buggy, disregarding the 15 mph limit on public roads.  

Country-wide, in the summer of 1930, boys took up a new activity to prove their endurance – sitting in trees. 
In August, a tree sitting contest was hosted at Alleghan. Eleven year old Sherod, son of Lynn and Zora Rouser (112 
Goodrich) won the contest after sitting in a tree for 408 hours! 

Mr. Burt, the speed demon, died of a heart attack in 1917. His widow continued to live in the house until her 
death in 1950. It appears that, by this point, the mansion was in need of care – which it did not get. Alleghan ended up 
being condemned in November of 1966 and demolished a few weeks later. The Burt daughters sold the remaining 
acreage for a subdivision.  

Remaining today is the family cemetery in the copse near Continental Towers. For years the cemetery 
remained intact, but was vandalized in recent years. Look for a future story on this cemetery; its recent protection is 
largely thanks to the daughter of one of our neighborhood’s long-time residents. 

While PPNA strives to be politically unbiased, we also strive to give credit where credit is due to helpful, kind, or 
hardworking residents in our neighborhood. So this particular shout-out goes to CM Ellinger who has gone above and 
beyond for our neighborhood this past year. Not only has he helped acquire funds for our neighborhood on multiple 
occasions: from the Jake Gibbs memorial to tree funds. He has also sought to connect us with the right governmental 
agencies in order for us to achieve our goals (or at least get the conversation started) including discussions on the 
Goodrich green space, connectivity and beautification of Nicholasville Road, and most recently connecting us with 
CM McCurn to implement a “quiet zone” for the trains entering into Lexington (in other words NO MORE TRAIN 
HORN, stay tuned on this.) We, here at PPNA, appreciate all the help we can get, and CM Ellinger has helped make 
our job easier. The neighborhood thanks you Chuck!   

SHOUT OUT TO CM ELLINGER:  



 

 

ABOUT PENSACOLA PARK PRESERVATION SOCIETY AND PENSACOLA PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
Pensacola Park Preservation Society is a non-profit 501(c)3 formed by Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association in order to bring together residents and businesses located in 
the Pensacola Park Nationally Registered Historic Boundary, for the common good of (1) preserving the historic integrity and resources of the area; (2) creating an environment 
that promotes sustainable and appropriate growth for the neighborhood; (3) providing historic education and assistance to those in the Pensacola Park Neighborhood for the 
preservation and rehabilitation of historic homes, structures, and landscapes; and (4)Unifying and being representative of all the original streets in the Pensacola Park Historic 
boundary. Also check us out online at www.pensacolapark.org, and follow us on Facebook @ Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association.    

If you have any questions or would like to submit topics or op-eds to Pensacola Park Post, please feel free to write us at pensacolapark@gmail.com. If you would like to stop 
receiving the free monthly post, please write us and put “stop post” in the heading, along with your physical address. Thank you.  

 
 
 
 
 

  

CANDIDATE Q&A:  
Every election Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association reaches out to the candidates to ask them a series of questions generated from the 
neighborhood. This year is no different. We will post in the upcoming newsletters responses from the candidates who sought to engage with 
our neighborhood efforts. If you do not see a candidate below, they have not responded to our request to meet our neighborhood nor 
answered our questionnaire. If you see a “no response” followed by a date, they did not respond to the questionnaire but have scheduled a 
time to meet with our neighborhood. The full Q&A can be found on our website (www.pensacolapark.org) under the 2022 LFUCG Candidate 
Q&A tab along with the scheduled date and time for the candidates who are coming to meet the neighborhood in person. 
 

5th Question Asked: Do you believe there is a housing shortage? If so, do you support the zone change of commercial properties to mixed 
use residential and potential moratoriums on issuing commercial permits to help address the current housing crisis? 

Response by At-Large Candidate, Bill Farmer Jr.: There is a shortage of housing in certain types of homes and rentals. In 
encouraging more staffing I believe we can update our zoning designations to benefit the USA. It is also important to protect 
neighborhoods from short term rental related issues. Not enough has been done there. Before I left council service there was 
an ordinance package ready for consideration. Finishing that work remains a priority for me. 
 

Response by At-Large Candidate, Chuck Ellinger: No written response given. Verbal response was given at the June 2nd 
7pm meeting at Hunter Presby.  

 

Response by At-Large Candidate, James Brown: I do believe there’s a housing shortage. I also believe that it’s going to 
take a multifaceted approach to address this issue in Lexington. I do think increasing mixed-use residential opportunities in 
our city can help address our housing issue. I think potential moratoriums on issuing commercial permits to address housing 
concerns should be considered on a location and case-by-case basis. 

 

Response by At-Large Candidate, Richard Moloney: I have been involved with affordable housing for my entire career and 
know very well of the pressures on our housing market. I think there are many creative housing options and I support 
incentives that leverage funds to bring new units to the market. 
 

Response by At-Large Candidate, Dan Wu: There is no doubt that we have a shortage of affordable housing in this city. I 
support more mixed-use developments (retail/restaurants below, housing above) as well as commercial sectors in walking 
distance from residential areas – Southland, Meadowthorpe, Chevy Chase are great examples. I think rezoning commercial 
areas to mixed use residential could work in certain circumstances like the corners of Alexandria & Versailles on the old 
drugstore sites. 
 

Response by District 10 Candidate, Dave Sevigny: Yes. Reasonably priced, diverse housing is getting very difficult to find. 
Commercial and international investors are gobbling up real estate as an investment - competing mostly with first time home 
buyers who are attempting to buy as a less expensive alternative to rent. But I do think we might be just experiencing a 
bubble. Baby boomers, the largest demographic with approximate age 58-72, represent a very significant population that will 
probably exit their homes within 20 years and the generations behind them are smaller. Low interest rates drive demand, but 
we’ve already seen the most rapid increase in interest rates in the last few months. This should cool off the market. Rents are 
very high and when the market cools investors may begin to ease that upward pressure. I’d love to see and would be 
supportive of more creative down-zoning of some properties which would better serve as housing for a large group of people 
vs. a retail big box that struggles to compete with online consumerism. 

 

Response by Incumbent Mayor, Linda Gorton: As the Mayor who led this city through the pandemic and recovery, I am 
acutely aware of the need for more affordable housing and for addressing housing affordability generally.  Like nearly every 
other community in the country, the housing issues in Lexington did not happen overnight.  Tackling these issues requires 
sustained and intentional commitment.  As Mayor, I created the Department of Housing Advocacy and Community 
Development to dedicate the intense focus required to create more affordable housing and implement policies to address 
housing affordability.  I will continue to prioritize this important work—all ideas are on the table. 
Affordable Housing:  Since 2014, approximately 3,000 units of affordable housing have been built or preserved by our 
government.  Sound management has enabled us to leverage $23.6 million in local funds into a total investment of $350 million in 
affordable housing.  That’s an astounding record.  As Vice Mayor, I supported creation of the Affordable Housing Trust Fund.  As 
Mayor, I have fully funded the Affordable Housing Trust Fund since taking office.  This year, I am taking our city’s commitment to 
the next level. While none of us wanted a pandemic, the historic federal funding our city received in response to the pandemic 
provides us with once-in-a-lifetime opportunities to address affordable housing issues.  This year I proposed, and Council supported, 
dedicating $10 million in American Rescue Plan Act funds to affordable housing.  In my budget for fiscal year 2023, I have also 
proposed fully funding the Affordable Housing Trust Fund at $2 million.  This enormous injection of funding will help accelerate the 
pace of construction. 
Affordability:  Equitable and affordable communities have diverse housing options for people across the lifespan and income 
levels.  The 2017 housing study emphasized, and the pandemic made even clearer, our need for more diversity of housing 
types.  This is particularly important given the growing population of seniors and young professionals.  I support policies to increase 
housing diversity, while also protecting the character and context of existing neighborhoods.  One example of such a policy is 
proposed in my budget: to start up the Neighborhood Investment Initiative to make funds available to our partners willing to 
improve vacant and blighted properties in our neighborhoods and then return them to our affordable housing stock. This improves 
neighborhoods and combats gentrification that is pricing people out of their existing homes. 
Homelessness:  Our Office of Homeless Prevention and Intervention works daily to ensure an efficient and effective system 
offering everyone access to shelter, food, employment, housing and other basic needs and opportunities.  The pandemic resulted in 
unique challenges for our residents experiencing homelessness.  Funds received from the American Rescue Plan Act enabled me to 
greatly enhance our services.  
 

Response by Mayoral Candidate, David Kloiber: There is a housing shortage in Lexington and we need to take strong steps 
to address the issue before our residents are forced to move to surrounding counties in greater numbers than they already 
are. I would happily support rezoning of commercial properties into mixed use to help alleviate this problem, but I would not 
place a moratorium on issuing commercial permits. As our city grows we need to keep balance between our residential, 
commercial, and industrial uses, to make sure that all of our residents can thrive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


