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BIRDS OF PENSACOLA PARK  BY DAN PATRICK 
 The crimson flash of a Northern Cardinal is probably the most 
recognized bird in Kentucky.  Here in Pensacola Park we are lucky 
enough to have several pairs of these beauties living among us.  They 
are just one of the more recognizable of our feathered friends, but 
certainly they are not alone.  If you will look up and around as you walk 
the neighborhood you will see several other species of birds who are 
residents and at certain times of the year you can see many more 
passing through on migration.  On my daily walks with my dog – Beau – 
I usually see about a dozen species of birds and have seen as many as 
20 species in the one-mile loop around Pensacola Park.  Since we 
moved in on Wabash in 2018, I have seen 80 different species in, or 
over, the neighborhood! 

Normally you will see, and hear, the common birds like House 
Sparrows, European Starlings and American Robins.  These “everyday” 
birds are easy to take for granted, but their active lifestyles and various 
songs can add a little interest to your day.  You have probably heard 
our local crows and if you are observant you can sometimes follow their 
mob calls to the Redtail Hawk and Cooper’s Hawk who often hunt in 
the neighborhood.  The Cooper’s Hawk is a bird hunter and loves the 
fact that our feeders attract a smorgasbord of birds.  A few days ago, I 
photographed a much rarer, beautiful female Merlin in the dead tree at 
the end of Wabash as she calmly plucked the sparrow she had caught!  
The loud song of the Carolina Wren is another sound that brightens the 
airwaves in the neighborhood on all but the coldest of days.   

If you feed the birds, and I continue to see more people with 
feeders in their yards, you will also see lots of American Goldfinches 
and House Finches along with Carolina Chickadees and Tufted Titmice 
at your feeders.  If you put out suet cakes, you will soon enjoy the 
Downy and Red-bellied Woodpeckers in your yard and occasionally you 
may see a Northern Flicker stop by for a nibble.  Having a feeder out 
your window has great entertainment value and lets you view the birds 
as they solve life’s challenges. 

I am writing this on the morning of the ice storm, but my mind is 
about two months farther into the year – late April and early May – 
when the spring migration will be in full swing in Central Kentucky.  At 
this time of the year our avian diversity is at its peak and every 
morning I will get up wondering what remarkable gem I’ll find today.  It’s 
then that the warblers and orioles move through on their way to 
breeding grounds further north and when nearly every day holds a 
wonderful and beautiful gift on wings. 

 
 
For ways to identify birds, 
you can always check out: 
 
Book: National Audobon 
Society Regional Guide to 
the Southeastern States.  
 
Website: 
www.whatbird.com 
 
 

Can you guess what bird I am?  
See answer on next page 
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Cooper’s Hawk 
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SOLAR UPDATE! By BARBARA SZUBINSK 
 
 

HOW TO DONATE TO PENSACOLA PARK 

SUPPORT LOCAL PENSACOLA PARK BUSINESSES (PLEASE CONTACT US TO PLACE AN AD. IT IS $5 A MONTH 
AND YOU MUST RESIDE IN PENSACOLA PARK): 

ABOUT PENSACOLA PARK PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

All donations to Pensacola Park Neighborhood Preservation Society go 100% back into the community and are tax deductible! We also receive donations from 
Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards if you choose us as your charity! We accept donations 1 of 3 ways: 

- Cash or Check (which you can drop off to our GREEN mailbox at 107 Lackawanna Rd.) 
- Paypal. We have a paypal link on our website at pensacolapark.org. Or you can send it through your paypal to: pensacolapark@gmail .com  
- Venmo. We have a venmo link on our website at pensacolapark.org. Or you can send it through your  venmo to: @Pensacola-Park 

SUPPORT LOCAL PENSACOLA PARK BUSINESSES (PLEASE CONTACT US TO PLACE AN AD. IT IS $5 A MONTH 
AND YOU MUST RESIDE IN PENSACOLA PARK): 

Pensacola Park Preservation Society is a non-profit 501(c)3 formed by Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association in order to bring together residents and 
businesses located in the Pensacola Park Nationally Registered Historic Boundary, for the common good of (1) preserving the historic integrity and 
resources of the area; (2) creating an environment that promotes sustainable and appropriate growth for the neighborhood; (3) providing historic 
education and assistance to those in the Pensacola Park Neighborhood for the preservation and rehabilitation of historic homes, structures, and 
landscapes; and (4)Unifying and being representative of all the original streets in the Pensacola Park Historic boundary. Also check us out online at 
www.pensacolapark.org, and follow us on Facebook @ Pensacola Park Preservation Society.  

If you have any questions or would like to submit topics or op-eds to Pensacola Park Post, please feel free to write us at pensacolapark@gmail.com. If you 
would like to stop receiving the free monthly post, please write us and put “stop post” in the heading, along with your physical address. Thank you.  

Greetings Pensacola Park Neighborhood, Lexington’s solar destination! We now have 5 homes that use the power 
of the sun to generate electricity. Rooftop solar in Kentucky, however, is at a cross-roads. Utilities lobbied hard 
for many years to dismantle a law called net-metering, under which solar owners can send extra electricity to the 
grid and receive credit toward their future need. Now, every utility will produce its own policy of how extra 
electricity will be compensated and will apply for approval from Public Service Commission (PSC). All solar 
installed before the PSC changes will be grandfathered in under the old rules for 25 years. Three such cases are 
now under consideration at the PSC. This lack of certainty and consistency on how the extra power will be 
compensated is making residential roof-top solar much less attractive than before. Solar is still a good option for 
businesses and any organization that will use on the spot all the power they produce. 
 

One such example are our fire stations. This spring, LFUCG is installing solar on two fire stations, Lansdowne and 
Shilito Park. All the power the arrays will generate will be used by the stations on the spot; no power will be sent 
to the grid. 
 

Farms are another area where solar is getting attention because of how solar can offset a farm’s energy needs, 
and how farmers can use their land for solar farms. The latter topic has been the subject of controversy in many 
states, including ours. Many wonder what might be wrong with solar farms? Developers want to build solar on our 
best land. Some will build farms that start at 200 acres, and destroy the land forever by installing deep pilings, 
installing acres of concrete and gravel. The largest solar farm in Bowman, South Carolina comprises of a 500 acre. 
Imagine an equivalent of 500-acre parking lot. There are, of course, better options where solar farms are smaller 
and incorporate livestock, such as sheep and goats, as well as bees. In this scenario, the land is much less 
disturbed, and it remains farmed. Models project that about 80% of Kentucky's renewable power production 
would come from solar farms which would take up about 1% of our land. However, once we narrow it down to what 
land is suitable/desired, it will come to a much higher percentage of our best land. We should expect ordinances 
aimed at protecting Kentucky’s 
land. 
 

Urge PSC to stop the net-metering 
changes in the latest KU-LG&E 
rate case. Comments can be 
submitted in writing to:  
  

Public Service Commission  
P.O. Box 615 
Frankfort KY 40602 

 

-or email-  
psc.info@ky.gov.  
 
All comments should reference 
Case No. 2020-00349 

Birds of Pensacola Park Answer: I am a black-throated gray warbler 
 


