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Pensacola Park Post  
A Monthly Pensacola Park Neighborhood Distribution 

Find us also on the web @ www.PensacolaPark.org  

Candidate #1: Hannah LeGris  

A P R I L  2 0 2 0  

“I am a writer, counselor, and educator working in service learning and civic engagement. My 
story has centered around community building and social justice, values that I will maintain as 
your council member. I hold a B.A. in English from the College of Wooster and an M.A. in English 
from the University of Kentucky. I began my career as an AmeriCorps VISTA in program 
development at the Carnegie Center for Literacy and Learning. I am running for Third District 
Council because I am deeply invested in creating a city that is vibrant, engaged, and inclusive. I 
believe that, by opening access to power and by amplifying others’ voices, we can work 
together to form a more engaged, empowered citizenry in Lexington.”  

Campaign website address: hannahforcouncil.com 

WHO WILL BE THE NEXT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE FOR DISTRICT 3?  
While Covid-19 changes the face of our nation, politics seem to be an ever stay. One of the items coming up locally are 
elections for new council members. Pensacola Park set out to ask the four candidates, running for District 3, six questions 
originating from the neighborhood. We have condensed some of their responses here, but please see their full answers at 
www.pensacolapark.org. The planned Q&A with candidates at Hunter Presbyterian has been postponed, due to the pandemic. 
In the meantime, Mayor Gorton has chosen Mr. Mark Swanson, to be the stand-in for Jake Gibbs.  

Pensacola Park asked: 
 The comprehensive plan promotes development on commercial corridors, but developers have time and again focused their 
attention on existing residential neighborhoods (primarily because the property values are cheaper to buy in these areas than 
commercial, which leads to a higher profit margin for developers). How do you propose to incentivize developers to actually 
develop in the commercial sectors that are in desperate need of densification? And on the flip side, how do you propose to 
uphold the other parts of the comprehensive plan that seek to preserve and enhance existing established neighborhoods, 
particularly when these two can, and are, at conflict with one another and the development community?                

Her response: 
 “The Comprehensive Plan is a well-researched document, but unless it utilizes more participation from a wider and more 
representative citizenry during implementation, it could result in more short-sighted, developer-centric practices. I would like 
the city government to clarify the primacy of inclusion, livability, and sustainability within its decision-making process. In 
practice this might include an emphasis on: 
1. Mixed use development; 2. People-centric neighborhoods; 3. Green development and sustainable practices; 4. Limiting 
traffic; 5. Protecting neighborhoods from disruptive development; 6. Pedestrian infrastructure; 7. Higher density development 
in certain areas; 8. Bringing in planning staff prior to developers to review needs/interests of the neighborhood so that 
decisions can be informed by constituents early and often. Development doesn’t have to be at the expense of preservation. 
Many neighborhoods suffer from a lack of fresh groceries and bike/pedestrian infrastructure. If elected to the Third District 
council seat, I will help neighborhoods determine how they fit into the Comprehensive Plan. If developers see the needs as 
well as the opportunities and the city is able to facilitate conversations between them and the neighborhoods, the process 
might become less antagonistic. And if that interaction can be driven by values instead of profit, all the better.”  

Candidate #2: Christine L. Stanley  
“I’m running for Council because when I moved to Lexington over a decade ago, I felt a sense of 
belonging. I felt warmth, acceptance and love. Lexington is my home, the Third District is my 
heart and I am dedicated and motivated to continue this legacy of inclusivity. In the Urban 
County Council, I will represent all residents of the Third District and advocate for sustainable, 
affordable, and equitable policies, adapting new technology, and utilizing my legal background 
and experience in local Government. I believe everyone – regardless of gender, sexual orientation, 
race, age, or ability – can live and thrive in Lexington. I will consider the needs of all our residents 
when examining new developments in housing, education, employment and public safety.”  

Campaign website address: christineforlex.com 
 
                Pensacola Park asked: 

 As future council, how would you ensure that established neighborhoods are properly brought to the table early to discuss, 
and considered important stakeholders? 

Her response: 
 I support the implementation of participatory budgeting in Fayette County. I believe that ordinary citizens can and should 
contribute directly to formulating the spending priorities of the Urban County Government. We can look to cities in other 
countries, namely Brazil, for compelling evidence that participatory budgeting results in more equitable public spending, 
increased transparency and accountability, increased levels of civic engagement among all citizens—but especially by 
marginalized and poor communities, and a greater level of civic knowledge across the board. Implementing participatory 
budgeting across Fayette County would require some work on the part of the Council, but I believe its long-term impact 
would be extremely positive. This could be done by further empowering existing neighborhood association groups, and that 
would effectively foreclose on the possibility of neighborhoods being left out of any important discussion. 

 
 



 

 

 

  

HOW TO DONATE TO PENSACOLA PARK 

SUPPORT LOCAL PENSACOLA PARK BUSINESSES (PLEASE CONTACT US TO PLACE AN AD. IT IS $5 A MONTH 
AND YOU MUST RESIDE IN PENSACOLA PARK): 

Pensacola Park Preservation Society is a non-profit 501(c)3, formed to bring together residents and businesses located in the Pensacola Park 
Neighborhood for the common good of (1) preserving the historic integrity and resources of the area; (2) creating an environment that promotes 
sustainable and appropriate growth for the neighborhood; and (3) providing historic education and assistance to those in the Pensacola Park 
Neighborhood for the preservation and rehabilitation of historic homes, structures, and landscapes. Also check us out online at www.pensacolapark.org, 
and follow us on Facebook @ Pensacola Park Preservation Society.  

If you have any questions or would like to submit topics or op-eds to Pensacola Park Post, please feel free to write us at pensacolapark@gmail.com. If you 
would like to stop receiving the free monthly post, please write us and put “stop post” in the heading, along with your physical address. Thank you.  

ABOUT PENSACOLA PARK PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

All donations to Pensacola Park Neighborhood Preservation Society go 100% back into the community and are tax deductible! We also receive donations from 
Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards if you choose us as your charity! We accept donations 1 of 3 ways: 

- Cash or Check (which you can drop off to our GREEN mailbox at 107 Lackawanna Rd.) 
- Paypal. We have a paypal link on our website at pensacolapark.org. Or you can send it through your paypal to: pensacolapark@gmail .com  
- Venmo. We have a venmo link on our website at pensacolapark.org. Or you can send it through your  venmo to: @Pensacola-Park 

Candidate #3: Jessica Mohler  
“I was born and raised in Kentucky by a single mother who devoted her life to the underserved. If 
my siblings and I weren’t at home stuffing mailers for various causes, we were at our mother’s 
side at the local church fish fry while she advocated for the voiceless and ignored. My mother 
instilled in me, from an early age, the importance of civic engagement and a passion for a 
mission-driven work. It is a calling that I take very seriously and that serves at the heart of my 
decision making.”  

Campaign website address: jessicafordistrict3.com 
 
                

 Pensacola Park asked: 
 Do you support amending the city bylaws, which apply to the appointed positions within governance? The current bylaws, for 
instance, have no restrictions in regards to who can sit on commissions from a development standpoint, no restrictions on 
how many times a particular district can be represented, etc etc. This has often led to a lack of representation, from a variety 
of different scopes. Would you support your district in amending the bylaws to be more transparent, equal, and fair? 

Her response: 
 I know that Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association has been through some difficult zone change requests. I am frustrated 
by the hardships this has caused each of you and I think fairer representation and more occupational diversity on the council 
may have saved the city and your neighborhood a lot of time and money. I am in support of transparent, fair and equal 
representation in all aspects of governance and have no qualms pushing against the status quo. I believe a city that is for 
everybody, is a city created by everybody.     

Candidate #4: Charlie Smith  
“I grew up in Harlan in Eastern Kentucky. I came to Central Kentucky to go to college and have 
lived in Lexington since 1975, most of those years in the 3rd District.  I have a BA degree from the 
University of Kentucky and an AA degree from Lexington Community College. I worked in the 
LFUCG Division of Traffic Engineering as an Engineering Technician Senior in the Neighborhood 
Traffic Management Program where we helped neighborhoods with speeding and parking 
problems. Before retiring, I worked for the state as a Workforce Development Specialist at the 
Lexington Career Center Office. I lived on Marquis Avenue for 30 years. I was active in 
neighborhood associations during multiple zone changes and land-use battles. I am running for 
council to try to ensure Lexington neighborhoods are guaranteed stability.”  

Campaign website address: charlieforthe3rd.com 
 
                Pensacola Park asked: 

 As future council, how would you ensure that established neighborhoods are properly brought to the table early to discuss, 
and considered important stakeholders?  

 His response: 
 I think one of the most important things I could work for as a councilmember would be to advocate for a government funded 
Neighborhood Resource Center. I foresee this as a place that would be centrally and conveniently located with ample parking 
and convenient hours including some night and weekend times. It would be staffed by a couple of LFUCG employees and 
services would include things like at-cost printing of development plans and zoning maps: and staff who are able to assist 
members of incorporated neighborhood associations with questions about zoning, historic preservation, and code 
enforcement, etc. Also, the center should provide meeting space equipped with the technology to allow for presentations. 
This would be a place where neighborhood residents could meet with developers, their councilmember, or other LFUCG staff 
to answer questions about proposed changes in their neighborhood. In the tough budget times that are coming, any new 
project will have a hard time passing. I understand that. But I think a neighborhood center could be a relatively low-cost idea 
that could do a great deal to empower and strengthen our neighborhoods. This would equally benefit each council district 
and I would think should get widespread support. Since neighborhoods are the building blocks of our community, it is 
important that we do all we can to make them strong and informed. 

 

 

 

  

HOW TO DONATE TO PENSACOLA PARK 

SUPPORT LOCAL PENSACOLA PARK BUSINESSES (PLEASE CONTACT US TO PLACE AN AD. IT IS $5 A MONTH 
AND YOU MUST RESIDE IN PENSACOLA PARK): 

Pensacola Park Preservation Society is a non-profit 501(c)3, formed to bring together residents and businesses located in the Pensacola Park 
Neighborhood for the common good of (1) preserving the historic integrity and resources of the area; (2) creating an environment that promotes 
sustainable and appropriate growth for the neighborhood; and (3) providing historic education and assistance to those in the Pensacola Park 
Neighborhood for the preservation and rehabilitation of historic homes, structures, and landscapes. Also check us out online at www.pensacolapark.org, 
and follow us on Facebook @ Pensacola Park Preservation Society.  

If you have any questions or would like to submit topics or op-eds to Pensacola Park Post, please feel free to write us at pensacolapark@gmail.com. If you 
would like to stop receiving the free monthly post, please write us and put “stop post” in the heading, along with your physical address. Thank you.  

ABOUT PENSACOLA PARK PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

All donations to Pensacola Park Neighborhood Preservation Society go 100% back into the community and are tax deductible! We also receive donations from 
Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards if you choose us as your charity! We accept donations 1 of 3 ways: 

- Cash or Check (which you can drop off to our GREEN mailbox at 107 Lackawanna Rd.) 
- Paypal. We have a paypal link on our website at pensacolapark.org. Or you can send it through your paypal to: pensacolapark@gmail .com  
- Venmo. We have a venmo link on our website at pensacolapark.org. Or you can send it through your  venmo to: @Pensacola-Park 

Candidate #3: Jessica Mohler  
“I was born and raised in Kentucky by a single mother who devoted her life to be underserved. If 
my siblings and I weren’t at home stuffing mailers for various causes, we were at our mother’s 
side at the local church fish fry while she advocated for the voiceless and ignored. My mother 
instilled in me, form an early age, the importance of civic engagement and a passion for a 
mission-driven work. It is a calling that I take very seriously and that serves at the heart of my 
decision making.”  

Campaign website address: jessicafordistrict3.com 
 
                

 Pensacola Park asked: 
 Do you support amending the city bylaws, which apply to the appointed positions within governance? The current bylaws, for 
instance, have no restrictions in regards to who can sit on commission from a development standpoint, no restrictions on how 
many times a particular district can be represented, etc etc. This has often led to a lack of representation, from a variety of 
different scopes, would you support your district in amending the bylaws to be more transparent, equal, and fair? 

Her response: 
 I know that Pensacola Park Neighborhood Association has been through some difficult zone change requests. I am frustrated 
by the hardships this has caused each of you and I think fairer representation and more occupational diversity on the council 
may have saved the city and your neighborhood a lot of time and money. I am in support of transparent, fair and equal 
representation in all aspects of governance and have no qualms pushing against the status quo. I believe a city that is for 
everybody, is a city created by everybody.     

Candidate #4: Charlie Smith  
“I grew up in Harlan in Eastern Kentucky. I came to Central Kentucky to go to college and have 
lived in Lexington since 1975, most of those years in the 3rd District.  I have a BA degree from the 
University of Kentucky and an AA degree from Lexington Community College. I worked in the 
LFUCG Division of Traffic Engineering as an Engineering Technician Senior in the Neighborhood 
Traffic Management Program where we helped neighborhoods with speeding and parking 
problems. Before retiring, I worked for the state as a Workforce Development Specialist at the 
Lexington Career Center Office. I lived on Marquis Avenue for 30 years. I was active in 
neighborhood associations during multiple zone changes and land-use battles. I am running for 
council to try to ensure Lexington neighborhoods are guaranteed stability.”  

Campaign website address: charlieforthe3rd.com 
 
                Pensacola Park asked: 

 As future council, how would you enforce ensuring that established neighborhoods are properly brought to the table early on 
in discussions? And considered important stakeholders? 

 His response: 
 I think one of the most important things I could work for as a councilmember would be to advocate for a government funded 
Neighborhood Resource Center. I foresee this as a place that would be centrally and conveniently located with ample parking 
and convenient hours including some night and weekend times. It would be staffed by a couple of LFUCG employees and 
services would include things like at-cost printing of development plans and zoning maps: and staff who are able to assist 
members of incorporated neighborhood associations with questions about zoning, historic preservation, and code 
enforcement, etc. Also, the center should provide meeting space equipped with the technology to allow for presentations. 
This would be a place where neighborhood residents could meet with developers, their councilmember, or other LFUCG staff 
to answer questions about proposed changes in their neighborhood. In the tough budget times that are coming, any new 
project will have a hard time passing. I understand that. But I think a neighborhood center could be a relatively low-cost idea 
that could do a great deal to empower and strengthen our neighborhoods. This would equally benefit each council district 
and I would think should get widespread support. Since neighborhoods are the building blocks of our community, it is 
important that we do all we can to make them strong and informed. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
  

HOW TO DONATE TO PENSACOLA PARK 

SUPPORT LOCAL PENSACOLA PARK BUSINESSES (PLEASE CONTACT US TO PLACE AN AD. IT IS $5 A MONTH 
AND YOU MUST RESIDE IN PENSACOLA PARK): 

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD … (each month we interview a person in the neighborhood) 

…Lives a Historic Residential Contractor… 

 

- Do you have questions you would like to ask your future council candidate? Let 
us know! We will ask all FOUR upcoming candidates FIVE questions in regards to 
our neighborhood and the greater Lexington.  
- As we gear up for the beginning of spring, we have begun to prepare for this 
years plant sale on May 16th. We are hoping to acquire more neighborhood plants, 
tables, and pop-up canopies for the event; so let us know if you have anything to 
lend, or if you have anything to dig up in your yard that we can sell.   
 

IMPORTANT NEIGHBORHOOD UPDATES/MEETINGS: 
- April 1st @ 7 pm next monthly Neighborhood Meeting at the Liken House. 
- April 15th @ 6pm Hunter Presbyterian Church. We will have a meet and greet with our new council candidates. 
Next newsletter will have more info on the candidates.  
 

 
  

 
 

Pensacola Park Preservation Society is a non-profit 501(c)3, formed to bring together residents and businesses located in the Pensacola Park 
Neighborhood for the common good of (1) preserving the historic integrity and resources of the area; (2) creating an environment that promotes 
sustainable and appropriate growth for the neighborhood; and (3) providing historic education and assistance to those in the Pensacola Park 
Neighborhood for the preservation and rehabilitation of historic homes, structures, and landscapes. Also check us out online at www.pensacolapark.org, 
and follow us on Facebook @ Pensacola Park Preservation Society.  

If you have any questions or would like to submit topics or op-eds to Pensacola Park Post, please feel free to write us at pensacolapark@gmail.com. If you 
would like to stop receiving the free monthly post, please write us and put “stop post” in the heading, along with your physical address. Thank you.  

ABOUT PENSACOLA PARK PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

MEET:  Melody McMunn                                 LIVES ON: Rosemont Gardens               YEARS IN P.P.: less than 1 year 
Melody is an abstract artist and a full time caretaker to her baby boy. She is married to the most 
sarcastic/goofball (but thankfully also very responsible guy) named Keith. She loves home, 
family, friends and making things beautiful. You can find her work at melodyjoymcmunn.com. She 
is inspired by people that try something new, or stop something that isn’t right. People that are 
themselves and generous with knowledge. People that maintain a healthy relationship with their 
work and their families. People that make the world around them better and more beautiful. She 
is influenced by local interior designer Hannah Maple; famous impressionist artist Claude Monet, 
who was never afraid to break the mold; and Lee Ann Ford – an interior designer based in 
Pittsburgh/LA, who expresses so much security and confidence in her creativity, while at the 
same time being generous to other creatives.  

W hat do you like about Pensacola Park? And what would you do to improve Pensacola Park?  “I like that not all homes look the 
same, everyone is friendly, and it is walk-able. I love the character of our older home, there’s nothing like it to me! I love that our 
friends drive by and honk to say hi, and the beautiful trees around us. We love to walk to the farmers market and to all the 
Southland businesses. I would like to see improved sidewalks all the way down Rosemont Garden, and a sidewalk put in on 
Cherry bark – those of us strolling a baby down the street would really love it! I would also like to see the small business district 
near the train tracks revived” 

REQUESTS FOR THE NEIGHBORHOOD: 

All donations to Pensacola Park Neighborhood Preservation Society go 100% back into the community and are tax deductible! We also receive donations from 
Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards if you choose us as your charity! We accept donations 1 of 3 ways: 

- Cash or Check (which you can drop off to our GREEN mailbox at 107 Lackawanna Rd.) 
- Paypal. We have a paypal link on our website at pensacolapark.org. Or you can send it through your paypal to: pensacolapark@gmail .com  
- Venmo. We have a venmo link on our website at pensacolapark.org. Or you can send it through your  venmo to: @Pensacola-Park 

 

WHAT IS GOING ON WITH THE 1847 NICHOLASVILLE ROAD PROPERTY? 
 

1847 Nicholasville Road, now under a new address, has been changed from 8 
townhomes to 4 single-family residences. The developer pulled their building permit 
without having to go through the review requirements set forth by the H-1 overlay 
guidelines. The neighborhood heavily rallied, raised money for a lawyer, and 
appealed this decision with circuit court, which is where it currently stands. The 
reason for the rallying, some in the neighborhood applied for a building permit at 
the exact same time as the developer and were required to follow H-1 guidelines. 
 
 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD: 


