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Pensacola Park Post  
A Monthly Distribution of What’s Happening in Our Neighborhood.  

THIS MONTH’S OP-ED / Imagine Real Future 
By Julian S. DeVille 

A P R I L  2 0 1 9  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
IN APRIL (see website 
for more details) :  
   
                    
NOTABLE 
EVENTS: 

GHOST TREE 

 
I strongly oppose the Comprehensive Plan, Imagine Lexington. It looks to me 
like a collection of vague, non-binding phrases, which gives developers too 
much power, and will add to the current problem of “leapfrog development.” I 
was born and raised in Lexington and would like to settle here as I embark on a 
professional career in software development; however, I am very bothered by 
lack of long-term vision for Lexington as a city where young people like me 
would like to stay. Lexington needs to invest in good public transportation and 
implement incentives for curbing retail sprawl. 
 
City leaders around the country and around the world are planning for the 
future with robust public transportation, self-driving cars, on-line commerce and 
tele-medicine. Lexington seems to ignore all those trends. Instead, what I see 
here is minimal public transportation, car washes popping up in several places; 
new strip-malls, which sit half-empty; bank branches, which I hardly ever use 
because I bank on my phone (there are a dozen within 2 miles of my house), 
and Lexington Clinic expanding their parking lot at the expense of housing 
instead of helping the city invest in public transportation that will eliminate the 
need for so much parking. Have they heard of tele-medicine? 
 
Business magazines have published countless reports about the decline of 
malls and strip malls. Why is Lexington is building more? A recent op-ed in the 
Herald-Leader mentioned that Lexington is over-run with retail space, much of 
it vacant. 
 
While I respect property owners’ rights, I also want to point out that it should be 
much harder to change zoning designation in Lexington than it is now, and the 
vague rules mentioned in Imagine Lexington are not helping. If people buy 
property in R-1 zone, they should expect it to remain R-1 and not expect to flip 
it to business within a few years. This is not fair to the neighbors who bought 
properties in R-1 and expected the neighborhood to remain R-1. How would 
you like your neighbors to flip their residential property into high-density or a 
business, and before you know it, there is a fast food restaurant with a 24-hour 
drive through next door, or a bank with a large paved area that sends rain 
water into your basement, or a dumpster for a nearby condo pops up nearby? 
What serves the greater good? Respecting the zones or flipping them at will?  
Lexington’s development follows this random “leap-frog” pattern, and it is 
destroying established neighborhoods, such as the area around the former 
Springs Inn and, currently, Penmoken Park. 
 
There are many ways to promote coherent development that will serve the 
future of Lexington, but the leaders seem to prefer to lament their lack of power 
to rein in developers and wring their hands rather than develop a plan with 
tangible requirements that protect neighborhoods and steer the city away from 
soon-to-be obsolete car washes, parking lots, and strip-malls. 

Meet the great white Sycamore that lives at the end of 
Goodrich and Pensacola Park. The tree has been measured to be 
around 47 inches in diameter and is assumed to be between 75-
90 years old.  Sycamores have both male and female flowers, so 
every tree bears fruit. Known for their oddly shaped canopies, 
the early English colonists referred to these beauties as ghost 
trees due to their brilliant white branches in the upper part of 
the crown. This particular Sycamore is estimated to intercept 
about 7,829 gallons of storm water each year (to put it in 
perspective that’s the amount of gallons a 10 x 20 pool holds)!! 

Fun fact :  In 1930 Sherod Rouser, an eleven year old living on 
Goodrich ave., passed the 361-hour mark to become the “tree-
sitting” champion, it is highly likely he practiced “sitting” on this 
very Sycamore.  

APR 3: “BIRDS BIRDS BIRDS” 
Nature hike for KG – 5th grade. 
Raven Run Nature Sanctuary. FREE 
EVENT Phone: 859-272-6105                  
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm  

APR 4th: African Drum and Dance 
Workshops                                                    
Location: LexArt 161 N. Mill       
Price: Drum $15 / Dance $15 / 
Combo $25  

APR 4th-26th: Keeneland 2019 
Spring Meet. Kick off Thursday 
April 4th                                      
Details: see website for info and 
tickets  

APR 5th: “Creek Creatures”    
Nature hike for KG – 5th grade. 
Raven Run Nature Sanctuary. FREE 
EVENT Phone: 859-272-6105                  
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm 

APR 5th-7th: 44th Annual Central KY 
Home and Garden Show.      
Location: Lex. Center 430 W. Vine 
St. Downtown Lexington.           
Time: 11-6pm Tickets: 17+ 
$18/65+$8.  

APR 12th: Kentucky Football Blue-
White Spring Game.             
Location: Kroger Field.           
Tickets: FREE but need reservation, 
online service charges will apply.         
Time: 9am-4pm 

APR 13th: Easter Egg Hunt                             
Location: Pensacola Park (end of 
Goodrich and Pensacola Ave)                                 
Time: 10-11 (weather permitting) 
Price: Free 

APR 20th: KITEFEST           
Location: Masterson Station 
sponsored by Water + Oak        
Time: 12-4pm 

APR 18-20th: Mary Poppins 
performed by SCAPA (Lafayette 
High School)                                                     
Location: Lexington Opera House 
Time: Thu 7pm/Fri 7pm/Sat 2 & 7pm                                      
Price: $14.50-$19.50 

APR 20th: Let’s Plan Your Summer 
Garden by Ryan Koch owner of 
Seedleaf.                                                      
Location: Lexington Public Library 
140 E. Main Street.                      
Price: FREE  

APR 21st:  Easter Sunday                                         

APR 27th:  3rd Annual Crawfish 
Festival                                   
Location: Proud Mary BBQ               

APR 27th:  DiverCity Festival 2019                                        
Location: Downtown (courthouse)              
Time: 3pm-10pm                          

APR 27th:  Inclusion Palooza 
Location: Moondance Amphitehater 
(1152 Monarch Street)  



 

 

  
PENSACOLA PARK PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

… Lives an English Literature Professor who advocates for Solar Energy 

Pensacola Park Preservation Society is a non-profit 501c3, formed to bring together residents and businesses located in the Pensacola Park Neighborhood for 
(1) the common good of preserving the historic integrity and resources of the area; (2) creating an environment that promotes sustainable and appropriate 
growth for the neighborhood; and (3) providing historic education and assistance to those in the Pensacola Park Neighborhood for the preservation and 
rehabilitation of historic homes, structures, and landscapes. Also check us out online at www.pensacolapark.org, and follow us on Facebook @ Pensacola 
Park Preservation Society.  

All donations to Pensacola Park Preservation Society are tax deductible! We also receive donations from Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards if 
you choose us as your charity! Please let us know if you need help setting these programs up or would like to donate.  

If you have any questions or would like to submit topics or op’eds to Pensacola Park Post, please feel free to write us at pensacolapark@gmail.com. If you 
would like to stop receiving the free monthly post, please write us and put “stop post” in the heading, along with your physical address. Thank you.  

WORDCOUNT 

… Lives a Musician with a love for Sci-fi and Comics 

… Lives an Architect who builds his own Furniture 

WHY THE NICHOLASVILLE ROAD CORRIDOR IS IMPORANT 
TO THE PENSACOLA PARK NEIGHBORHOOD?  

MEET:  Tim Welch                       LIVES ON: Pensacola Drive            YEARS IN P.P.: 13 years 

MEET:  Barbara Szubinska           LIVES ON: Wabash Drive                YEARS IN P.P.: 26 years 
Barbara was born and raised in Warsaw, Poland during the Cold War. She and her parents, 
both physicians, lived (as did most city-dwellers) in a high-rise apartment. After testing in 
the 8th grade, she studied in preparation for college. Both her undergraduate and graduate 
degrees, from the University of Warsaw, are in English Literature. After immigrating to the 
U.S., she met her husband, Bernard, and eventually began a teaching career at EKU. Now, 
as she transitions to retirement, she is continuing her involvement in educating and 
promoting ecologically sustainable practices, especially solar energy. She credits her son 
Julian with amping up her interest, as it was he who convinced his parents to install solar 
panels on their Wabash home. Barbara is also an avid gardener, with lots of flowers and 
herbs in the front yard and mushrooms and other fruits and vegetables in the back.  

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD … (each month we interview 3 people in the neighborhood, check out full interviews online) 

-  Homes along Nicholasville Rd. are historically significant, with 96% of them being from the 1930s or earlier 
(only one of the properties on Nicholasville Rd. is not historically significant, which is the El Toro building).  
- Homes along Nicholasville road architecturally match the characteristics of the homes within the 
neighborhoods behind, being predominantly made up of bungalows and foursquare style.   
-  Homes along Nicholasville road serve as the gateway into our neighborhood and to Downtown, when coming 
up past Southland.  

Aside from all of that, one of the most important things to note is that these parcels on Nicholasville Rd 
do not follow a straightforward demarcation line and their parcels extend deep into the neighborhoods behind 
them. Lets take 1851 Nicholasville as an example, this single parcel boarders 1847 and 1853 Nicholasville Road, 101 
and 103 Wabash Drive, and 102, 104, and 106 Penmoken Park, that is 7 properties that would be directly 
influenced by any future development of 1851. 1827 Nicholasville, also touches upon 7 different parcels. 1915 
Nicholasville Road completely encompasses 96, 98, and 100 Goodrich.  1733 and 1737 Nicholasville (both of which 
the owners have applied for demolition permits as of two weeks ago) surround over ½ of the property at 105 
Suburban Court.  Given how deep many of these lots on Nicholasville Road reach into the side streets, and touch 
upon many different properties—it’s easy to see how demolition and developmental creep can easily egress into 
the side streets of the neighborhood. To say that development on Nicholasville road does not directly affect the 
neighborhoods behind it is just a falsity. The boarders and streets included in the H-1 application were done in 
consultation with the Department of Historic Preservation, based on the developmental history of the 
neighborhood, and neighborhood input.  Maintaining these clean boundaries helps to ensure that our 
neighborhood will retain the historic characteristics that drew us all to this area initially and to ensure that future 
development will be required to meet the standards that make this neighborhood a wonderful place to live.  
 

MEET:  James Johnson                 LIVES ON: Nicholasville Rd            YEARS IN P.P.: 2 years      
 

James and his younger brother were raised in Lexington, near Pensacola Park. They 
attended Picadome and Lafayette. James then attended UK, earning a degree in 
Architecture. After several years working in Lexington, he made the move to Los Angeles 
where he met his future wife, Jessica. Both architects, their skills complemented each other 
and they started their own business. Kentucky has a strong pull. In the summer of 2017, 
they moved to their home on Nicholasville Road, bringing their business with them. And 
now they are three, with the addition of little Stirling. A craftsman at heart, James’ 
woodworking skills are apparent throughout the home and yard. He is a person who 
appreciates people who are accomplished with both their hands and their heads. He said 
that Pensacola Park is his favorite of all Lexington neighborhoods, and the diversity of 
knowledge and expertise here is key. 

Tim was born and raised in Harlan County. His parents’ influence is apparent: his mother 
loved music and his father taught the lesson of dealing with issues, big and small, calmly 
and thoughtfully. His own love of music began to bloom in middle school, during which he 
played in the band. After graduating from high school, he moved to Lexington. In the years 
since, he has become a percussionist in high demand, playing with a number of bands 
spanning the range from country to rock to reggae. At his home on Pensacola Drive, he 
enjoys reading, music (of course), and his family: his wife Masa, who immigrated to the U.S. 
from Serbia; three adult children (who are now out on their own); his two young ones, Lucy 
and Desi; and the family dog, Mabel.  


